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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5736

Passed Legislature - 2005 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Conmittee on Financial Institutions, Housing & Consuner
Protection (originally sponsored by Senator Spanel)

READ FI RST TI ME 03/ 02/ 05.

AN ACT Relating to the availability of subscription air anbul ance
services; and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that there is a
need to assist island and rural citizens with the availability of
af fordabl e air anbul ance service. The legislature further finds that
there is a need to evaluate the feasibility of subscription air
anbul ance service offered by a vendor that solicits nenbership
subscriptions, accepts nenbership applications, charges nenbership
fees, and furnishes prepaid or discounted air anbulance service to
subscri pti on nenbers and desi gnated nenbers of their househol ds.

(2) The office of the insurance comm ssioner nust perform an
evaluation of the feasibility of subscription air anbul ance service.
This evaluation shall be geared toward allowing a person, entity,
corporation, or nonprofit corporation to offer, sell, and provide
subscription air anbul ance service. The evaluation shall:

(a) Include consultation with public and private entities and
i ndi vi dual s i nvol ved in offering, provi di ng, and pur chasi ng
subscription air anbul ance servi ce;
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(b) Assess the needs and concerns of |ikely subscription air
anbul ance vendors, including the costs of providing affordable air
anbul ance service to rural and island residents, as well as the burdens
pl aced on vendors if held to the reporting and sol vency requirenents of
t he i nsurance code;

(c) Determne the inplications of subscription air anbulance
servi ce on consuner protection issues; and

(d) Conpare the state's need for affordable subscription air
anbul ance service to other states that allow this service, including an
inquiry into the practices of out-of-state vendors who provide the
service, as well as the applicability or nonapplicability of other
states' insurance codes to the service.

(3) The office of the insurance conmm ssioner nust submt a report
of its findings to the |egislature by Decenber 31, 2005, and the report
must i nclude recommendations based on the evaluation required under
subsection (2) of this section.

(4) The subscription air anbul ance service feasibility evaluation
shall be funded by the office of the insurance comm ssioner.

- END ---
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